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Challenges Experienced By Black Boys and Young Men in Schools

• Overrepresentation/misplacement in special education
• Inequitable discipline (suspensions and expulsions) 
• Use of restraints and seclusion as forms of discipline
• Underrepresentation amongst educators (teachers, counselors, administrators)
• Underrepresentation in honors, advanced placement, college-prep courses, 

and college-prep programs 
• Deficit perspectives
• No positive images and representation in the curriculum
• School-based trauma



Ascription of Intelligence

Assumptions of Criminality

Pathologizing Culture

Distrust

Disdain Disregard

The 3-D Effect
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County District
Cumulative 
Enrollment Total Suspensions

Unduplicated 
Suspensions

Unduplicated 
Suspensions 

(Defiance-Only)
Suspension 

Rate
Sacramento Elk Grove Unified 8310 2386 1164 317 14
Fresno Fresno Unified 6636 2294 1105 131 16.7
Sacramento Sacramento City Unified 8156 2012 1104 195 13.5
Alameda Oakland Unified 12669 2002 1138 101 9
Contra Costa Antioch Unified 4710 1782 782 254 16.6
San Diego San Diego Unified 11081 1592 850 198 7.7
Solano Vallejo City Unified 4252 1582 756 189 17.8
Los Angeles Los Angeles County Office of Education 2026 1568 482 190 23.8
San Bernardino San Bernardino City Unified 7023 1512 758 96 10.8
Los Angeles Los Angeles Unified 52122 1405 1081 44 2.1
San Joaquin Stockton Unified 4873 1377 679 92 13.9
Los Angeles Long Beach Unified 9973 1349 898 141 9
Sacramento Twin Rivers Unified 4802 1336 664 164 13.8
Los Angeles Antelope Valley Union High 4203 1307 732 101 17.4
Los Angeles Palmdale Elementary 3872 1228 620 125 16
Contra Costa West Contra Costa Unified 5143 1187 672 45 13.1
Los Angeles Lancaster Elementary 5226 1136 569 73 10.9
Riverside Moreno Valley Unified 5105 1128 591 67 11.6
Sacramento San Juan Unified 4285 1121 526 198 12.3
Contra Costa Pittsburg Unified 2131 952 373 158 17.5

Highest Suspension Districts for Black Students in California (Total)



Rank County Name DistrictName School Name
Cumulative 
Enrollment

Total 
Suspensions

Unduplicated 
Count of 
Students 

Suspended 
(Total)

Unduplicated 
Count of Students 

Suspended 
(Defiance-Only)

Suspension 
Rate (Total)

4 Sacramento
Sacramento County Office of 

Education Palmiter Special Education 40 108 31 10 77.5
6 Sacramento Folsom-Cordova Unified Prospect Community Day 32 63 23 7 71.9
9 Sacramento San Juan Unified La Vista Center 26 52 16 3 61.5

19 Sacramento Sacramento City Unified Success Academy 33 45 18 6 54.5
42 Sacramento Twin Rivers Unified Nova Opportunity 16 24 7 0 43.8
49 Sacramento Elk Grove Unified James Rutter Middle 146 150 61 12 41.8
65 Sacramento Elk Grove Unified T. R. Smedberg Middle 160 205 60 37 37.5
69 Sacramento San Juan Unified Encina Preparatory High 334 301 125 64 37.4
74 Sacramento Elk Grove Unified Samuel Jackman Middle 220 200 79 37 35.9
77 Sacramento Twin Rivers Unified Rio Linda Preparatory Academy 31 20 11 1 35.5
93 Sacramento Folsom-Cordova Unified Mills Middle 132 85 44 6 33.3

Top Suspension Schools for Black Students in California, 2018-2019



Advice for the Parents of 
Black Children




