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INTRODUCTION 

 

Building upon the report for April 2021, the following information has been documented for further 
review and guidance.  This report draws from the section developed by the City and County of 
Sacramento’s General Plan, Environmental Justice Element.  Over the course of two weeks, I 
examined multiple areas for lead in the water supply.  My areas included; Arcadia Apartments 
(Ardent Arcade), 24th Street Bypass (South Sacramento), Freedom Park (operated by North 
Highlands Recreation and Park District) and Eastern Oak Park (West Arden Arcade).  The testing 
kit was ordered through Amazon.  The directions are as follows, “insert testing swab into water, if 
testing swab develops no colour, then the water is ‘safe’ to drink or shows no presence of lead in 
water, if the swab is inserted into water and the water turns purple, there is a presence of lead in the 
water”.  Please see picture below.  Two small glasses of water were used for the purpose of 
detecting lead/absence of lead in drinking water.  The water that is ‘clear’ was purified water taken 
from a Brita Container with filter – when the swab was inserted into this water, there appeared to be 
NO PRESENCE OF LEAD – The water that is ‘purple’ in color, shows there is PRESENCE OF 
LEAD in water.  The City and County of Sacramento had no ‘intent’ of correction per the 
Environmental Justice Element of the 2020 General Plan – Also, according to the planning 
department for the city and county of Sacramento, they (planning department) are CURRENTLY 
working on the 2030 General plan. 
 
This sample was taken from the zip code – 95815 –   There are video recordings of the other 
locations where samples were taken.   
 

 
 
 
**THE RESULTS SHOW LEAD CONTAMINATION in drinking water.  
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WATER SUPPLY –  

 

Upon research, the issue of the City and County’s water has been ‘addressed’ within the 2020 

General Plan’s document, Environmental Justice Section, however, there is strong belief that the 

citizens of the City and County of Sacramento, especially, children, the elderly and disabled 

individuals are at risk of water contamination.    

 

WATER CONTAMINATION  

According to the 2020 Environmental Justice Report, Groundwater has consistently threatened the 

public water systems that rely on groundwater which serves many areas in Sacramento County.  Sources 

such as industrial operations, leaking underground storage tanks, irrigated agricultural land and 

confined animal feeding operations can potentially contaminate groundwater basins. In determining 

groundwater threats, CalEnviroscreen uses data from GeoTracker, a State Water Resources Control 

Board database that identifies sites that impact or potentially impact water quality. CalEnviroscreen 

assigns a score to each cleanup site, applies a weight to the site based on the type and then adjusts the 

score based on the site’s distance from urban areas. Each census tract was scored based on the sum of 

the adjusted scores of cleanup sites that are within the census tract. The North Highlands/Foothill 

Farms EJ Community had the highest score for groundwater threats (Figure 25) among EJ Communities 

and non-EJ areas. The large number of military cleanup sites at the former McClellan Air Force Base (an 

Environmental Protection Agency Superfund site) contributes to the high score.  

 

There are 326 areas of known and suspected contamination at McClellan but many of the identified 

sites have completed remediation or are in the process of remediation. The North Vineyard EJ 

Community score is misleading because this score is based on a geographic area (census tract) that 

does not match the EJ Community’s boundaries. Many of the groundwater threat sites in the census 

tract are in the City of Sacramento (within or near the former Sacramento Army Depot).  

 

There are also cleanup sites in the South Sacramento EJ Community and the northern portion of the 

West Arden Arcade EJ Community. Some of these contributed to relatively high groundwater threat 

scores for particular census tracts within these EJ communities.  
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Drinking Water Contamination  

There are over 20 private and public water purveyors in Sacramento County and therefore residents in 

unincorporated Sacramento County receive their drinking water from a wide variety of sources and 

distribution systems. The quality of drinking water can vary based on where a person lives in the County. 

Location, water source, treatment method and the water district’s ability to remove contaminants all 

impact drinking water quality. Drinking water contamination is a threat to public health because it can 

potentially result in widespread exposures.  There are many ways that contaminants can be introduced 

into the water system, including natural occurrences, accidents, industrial releases, and agricultural 

runoff (CalEPA, 2017). Low income and rural communities can be disproportionately exposed to 

drinking water contaminants such as nitrate from fertilizer or animal waste, pesticides, perchlorate, 

and arsenic.   

 

CalEnviroscreen assigns a drinking water contamination index score to a census tract based on existing 

contaminant concentration levels and the presence of multiple contaminants. However, the index 

scores do not indicate whether water is safe to drink within a census tract (CalEPA, 2017). According to 

the CalEnviroscreen 3.0 Report, California water systems have a high rate of compliance with drinking 

water standards (CalEPA, 2017). The State Water Resources Control Board reported that in 2014, water 
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systems serving only about 2.9 percent of California’s population were in violation of one or more 

drinking water standards (SWRCB, 2016). In addition, a census tract may include many different public 

drinking water sources and thus, the assigned index score for a census tract may not reflect water 

quality existing in different portions of the census tract. Drinking water contamination scores are shown 

in Figure 24. Each of the EJ Communities have a higher score than non-EJ areas.  

 

 
 

Between 2012 and 2017, the State Water Resources Control Board cited eight water providers in 

unincorporated Sacramento County for violating the California Safe Drinking Water Act. Most of these 

were small water systems located in the Sacramento Delta. One of the remaining water providers was in 

the South Sacramento EJ Community while the others were in non-EJ areas. The water provider within 

the South Sacramento EJ Community serves approximately 7,600 residents, which is 11 percent of all 

residents in the South Sacramento EJ Community. Thus, unsafe drinking water is not a widespread issue 

within EJ Communities. 

 

NEXT MEETING -  

CPTED 

SacWalk – NAACP Partnership – Kiara Reed (5/6/2021 - 9:30am to 10:15am) 
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RESOURCE 

SACRAMENTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

700 H Street, Suite 2450 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

DISTRICT 1 – PHIL SERNA 

SupervisorSerna@Saccounty.net 

(916) 874-5485 • FAX (916) 874-7593 

D1 Management Staff 

Chief of Staff, Lisa Nava 
Secretary, Glenda Basina 
Special Assistant, Aaron Chong 
Director of Constituent Affairs, Kerri Aiello  

 

District 2 – PHIL KENNEDY 

SupervisorKennedy@saccounty.net 

916) 874-5481 • FAX (916) 874-7593 

  

D2 Management Staff 

Chief of Staff, Keaton Riley 
Staff Assistant, Xochitl Gomez 
Secretary, Maria DeAnda 

 

District 3 – Rich Desmond (Elected January 2021) 

richdesmond@saccounty.net 

(916) 874-5471 • FAX (916) 874-7593 

D3 Management Staff 

Chief of Staff, Vanessa McCarthy-Olmstead 
Special Assistant, Mark Cullum 
Secretary, Renae McClain-White 

 

 
 

mailto:SupervisorSerna@saccounty.net
mailto:NavaL@saccounty.net
mailto:BasinaG@saccounty.net
mailto:chonga@saccounty.net
mailto:aiellok@saccounty.net
mailto:SupervisorKennedy@saccounty.net
mailto:rileyk@saccounty.net
mailto:%20GomezX@saccounty.net
mailto:deandam@saccounty.net
mailto:richdesmond@saccounty.net
mailto:McCarthy-OlmsteadV@saccounty.net
mailto:cullumm@saccounty.net
mailto:McClainR@saccounty.net


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE REPORT 
 

District 4 – SUE FROST 

SupervisorFrost@saccounty.net 

(916) 874-5491 

D4 Management  

Scheduler, Tina Barclay 
Chief of Staff, Matt Hedges 
Special Assistant, Vance Jarrard 

 

District 5 – Don Nottoli 

nottolid@saccounty.net 
(916) 874-5465 • FAX (916) 874-7593 

D5 Management Staff 

Chief of Staff, Rebecca Thornton Sloan 
Secretary, Letitia Oliver and Toni Tino 
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